THE  WORLD  SOUL
Tower of Babel.    These are quite simple if looked at truly.
A legend is a fable. Now consider what a fable is. Take that of the ant and the grasshopper in La Fontaine. Is it an account of an occurrence ? Did an ant and a grasshopper ever meet and converse ? That is nonsense. La Fontaine wanted to express an idea and used actual forms to clothe it and give it substance.
That is the way with the origin of all legends. Real facts may be used, real occurrences annexed, even real people perhaps, but they are so used and changed as to express the idea. The truth lies in the idea, not in the form. The teller had something to say about the world of fact; he said it in a concrete form because in early days the expression of abstract ideas was difficult. There were no abstract words and few concrete words. What did he want to say ; what did he really say ? The letter is bond ; let us free the spirit.
In the legend of the Creation he says that in the beginning the earth was without form and void, and darkness brooded upon the face of the deep waters.
" And the Spirit of God moved upon the face of the waters."
That is to say, that within this chaos there lay already a soul with the intention of the eventual perfection of life, and that its evolution had already